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Message from the   

Deputy District Governor 2011-12  

Themis Themistocleous

Dear fellow Rotarians,  
 
Another Rotarian year is coming to an 
end. Clubs will soon be holding change-
over events, at which outgoing boards 
will be recounting service projects and 
activities undertaken and implemented, 
and how they have benefited communi-
ties. All clubs deserve to be congratu-
lated and indeed commended for sup-
porting their communities in the ways 
they chose, reaching within and embrac-
ing humanity.   

However, our humanitarian work never 
ends, as communities continue to face 
pressing needs in peace and conflict pre-
vention/resolution,  disease prevention 
and treatment, water and sanitation, 
maternal and child health, basic educa-
tion and literacy, and economic and com-
munity development. We need to redou-
ble our efforts, do more fundraising, join 
forces between us and collaborate with 
partners, in order to plan and imple-
ment larger and bolder projects, both in 
Cyprus and globally. 

The year ahead is dedicated to peace 
through service. Under the leadership of 
RIP Sakuji Tanaka and DG Kevork 
Mahdessian, we shall be helping to build 
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peace by helping others, even in the sim-
plest of ways, to be happier. And we shall be 
asked to attend one of the three Rotary 
Global Peace Forums that will be held in 
Hiroshima, Berlin and Honolulu. The peace 
forum in Berlin is scheduled for Nov. 30 to 
Dec. 2, 2012 and registration has begun, so 
go to the special website at www.rotary-
global-peace-forum-berlin.de  and register 
now. Cyprus has all the reasons to be pre-
sent in large numbers !   

Last month, 38 Rotarians from Cyprus at-
tended the 76th District Conference, held in 
beautiful Aqaba, Jordan, under DG Usama 
Barghouthi. We had a good time, enjoyed 
fellowship with Rotarians from all ten coun-
tries in our District, and discussed ways to 
be of more service to communities world-
wide. At the same time, we promoted the 
77th District Conference, to be held in Li-
massol, April 4-7, 2013. In Aqaba, some 250 
Rotarians and spouses registered their at-
tendance in what promises to be an unfor-
gettable farewell to D2450. 

On the first day, PDG Doros Jeropoulos re-
ceived the most prestigious “Service Above 
Self” award of RI, by decision of RIP Kalyan 
Banerjee, making us all proud of his lifelong 
commitment to Rotary and its humanitar-
ian work. We were also proud for the dis-
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Deputy District Governor 2011-12  

Themis Themistocleous

trict awards given to the Limassol-Amathusia, Kyrenia, Limassol, Nicosia, and Nicosia-
Lefkothea clubs.    

Cyprus will be the focal point of Rotary in our District on July 6 2012, on which day DG 
Usama will hand over to DG Kevork, and I shall be handing over to DDG Fantinos at a 
gala evening at the Cyprus Hilton, in Nicosia. It is our hope that all Club Presidents 
(newly installed and immediate past ones) shall attend, and all Rotarians and spouses/
special ones are invited. I look forward to shaking your hand and thanking you for your 
work and support during our year together. 

Lastly, I wish to thank my team for their commitment and their contribution to strength-
ening and promoting Rotary in Cyprus and in the District. Some have worked really hard 
over the last two years and deserve to be commended: the AGs, Phaedon in strategic 
planning, Anastasia as Cyprus secretary, Maria as treasurer and newsletter editor, Yian-
nos as trainer, Elena in PR, Biland as magazine editor, Marios on RYLA, Chris 
Achilleoudis on awards, Nigel as webmaster. My deep appreciation to our PDGs and 
PDDGs for their wise and invaluable advice and support.  And, finally, a warm “thank 
you” to the Club Presidents, boards and members for your friendship and your coopera-
tion. It has been an honour to serve you. 

    

Best Rotarian regards, 

 
Themis Themistocleous 
PP RC Nicosia-Salamis 
DDG for Cyprus 2011-12, D2450 
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M e s s a g e  f r o m   
R I  P r e s i d e n t  2 0 1 1 - 1 2   
K A L Y A N  B A N E R J E E  
 
J u n e  2 0 1 2  
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“We need to commit ourselves absolutely and fully and say, What I must do shall indeed be done.”  

My dear brothers and sisters in Rotary, 
June is a time to reflect on the Rotary year that has nearly passed, and to look forward to the 
one that is soon to begin. We look back at what we have accomplished and measure our pro-
gress toward the goals we have set for ourselves. In Rotary, we may pause to reflect, but never 
to rest on our laurels – for as much as we have achieved, we are always aware of how much 
there is still to do. 

The 2011-12 year has been a time of significant progress. Binota and I have been fortunate to 
have visited different parts of the Rotary world and seen the many ways that Rotarians every-
where Reach Within to Embrace Humanity. In South Sudan, we met with Rotarians who are 
determined to make a difference despite tremendous challenges. The humanitarian problems 
in that nation are enormous, and begin with the most basic: At the moment, South Sudan 
lacks a single functional hospital. I am confident that in the coming year, Rotarians around 
the world will reach out to our newest Rotary country with the support and help it will need. 

In Uganda, I was delighted and heartened to discover how many government ministers and 
officials are Rotarians, and to see them bringing the ideals of Rotary to life in their service. In 
Kathmandu, I was overwhelmed as countries of South Asia – Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka – came together to vow to make the region 100 per-
cent literate by 2017. 

In Fiji and Vanuatu in the South Pacific, I was moved by Rotarians who are helping to lower 
child mortality and provide safe housing. In Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, I was de-
lighted by the statement of Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al-Nahayan, minister of higher educa-
tion and scientific research: “We are looking forward eagerly to Rotary starting its first club 
here.” And in Valdivia, Chile, as close to the South Pole as Binota and I have been, we were 
moved by Rotarians’ work with children who have mental disabilities. 

But most of all, we found our hearts warmed by the welcome we received all over the world – 
and by the sight of so many Rotarians living the Rotary ideal, and choosing to Reach Within to 
Embrace Humanity. I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your president, and look for-
ward to working together to build Peace Through Service. 

 



ROTARY CLUB OF LIMASSOL-KOURION
 

President : Patroclos PATROCLOU             Secretary : Ioannis MICHALAKI 
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DEFIBRILATORS   

This Rotarian year our club Rotary Kourion 
in Limassol Cyprus chose the project Defibri-
lators. after we did our activities and collected 
the money necessary we proceeded in order-
ing 3 equipments that will be placed in  Pat-
tichio Limassol Theater, The municipality 
Theater in Zoological gardens and in Panos 
Solomonides cultural center all in our town 
Limassol. 
 
As a courtesy to our efforts the association 
volunteered to train for free our club members 
as well as the responsible where we will do-
nate the machines. 
 
 

The training took place on Monday 23  of April in 
Londa Hotel where our club meets. We started at 
6pm till 11 pm. 
 
We went through the theory as well the practice . 
 
It was very valuable since this knowledge is some-
thing that we always carry with us and if ever we 
are called to help we can even save a life . 
 
All people that received the training completed it 
succesfull. 

 
 
 
 
 
After completing this project we realized how valuable 
this is to the people around us and to our city since 
this knowledge and the use of the 
 
We  felt very proud that we got this training 
since this saves life and completes the Rotarian 
spirit that is Serve above self. 
 

Zozo Lophitou 



ROTARY CLUB OF NICOSIA-SALAMIS
 

President : Tassos PARTZILIS               Secretary : Panicos HADJIPANAYIS 
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Signature Project : ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN  

The Rotary Club of Nicosia-Salamis has successfully 
completed for a fourth consecutive year its Road 
Safety Campaign with the motto  

“ D e s t i n a t i o n :  t h e  s a f e  
r e t u r n ” .   

The campaign was conducted on Sunday 6th May 
2012 at the weighing stations on the Nicosia-Limassol 
motorway with the cooperation of the Road Safety 
Department of the Ministry of Communications & 
Works, the Motor Vehicles Inspection Station (MVI) 
and the Automotive Technology Center (ATC), as well Cosmos Insurance Company which was the 
sponsor. 

Hundreds of vehicles voluntarily went through an in-
spection performed by members of the MVI and ATC to 
determine whether their tyres were in a good condition 
and whether their lights and indicators were working 
properly, whilst members of the Rotary Club of Nicosia-
Salamis distributed to the drivers and passengers leaf-
lets with road safety rules and with information about 
Rotary. 

The waiting time and the inspection lasted only a few 
minutes and the result was given to the drivers in 



ROTARY CLUB OF NICOSIA-SALAMIS  
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….Signature Project : ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN 

writing with a friendly recommendation - whenever necessary- to take action so that the tyres, the 
lights and the indicators of their cars are in good operational condition, thereby looking after their 
own safety and the safety of their families and friends. 

In a statement to the media the President of the Club Tassos Partzilis noted 
that the Rotary Club of Nicosia-Salamis is the only Rotary Club that has 
signed the European Road Safety Charter and explained that the Road 
Safety Campaign is one of the many social service activities of the Club 
aiming to sensitize and inform the public on road safety issues and con-

tributing to a reduction of road traffic accidents.  

 
By AG Litsa Aresti 
PP Rotary Club of Nicosia-Salamis 
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DISTRICT 2450 4TH CYPRUS CONFERENCE 
21-23 September 2012 - Paphos, Cyprus 

 

www.pafianahotel.com/cyprus/hotels/ 
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FOTOS OF THE 76TH District Conference 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rotaryd2450/collections/ 
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Rotary Global Peace Forum Berlin  

 

The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace is one of the cornerstones of the Rotary 
movement.With Rotary's active presence in more than 200 countries and geographical areas, our organization 
has established itself as a world leader in fostering world understanding and peace. 

 
We have accomplished a great deal in this area throughout our history, but we must continue 
to look forward and recognize that the future of Rotary - and the future prospects of world 
peace - rest with today's young leaders. To ensure a lasting legacy in this arena we must engage 
young people and the new generations to come in a meaningful way and empower them to carry 
Rotary's peace-building efforts into the future. 
The Forum in Berlin will emphasize the value of Democracy and Freedom 

Examines the role of democracy in building peace and promotes opportunities for all people to 
engage onenother in international understanding and cooperation. Will celebrate and highlight 
role of intercountry committees in promoting understanding among nations. 
 
--> Click here for the flyer to the three peace forums! 
 

--> Click here for the short flyer inlay with more information to the Berlin Peace Foum! 
 
--> Click here for the promotional video of the Rotary Global Peace Forms in Berlin, Pearl Harbor and Hi-
roshima!  
Who is invited to attend? --> click here!  

"Peace without borders"

November 30th to December 2th 2012 

Dear all, 

 

As you most probably know by now, the Incoming President of Rotary International Sakuji Tanaka (Japan) has decided 
that “Peace through Service” will be the theme for the Rotary year 2012-13 and is organizing three global peace forums, in 
Hiroshima, Berlin and Honolulu, to promote the message of peace and its achievement through service. 

The peace forum in Berlin, which is the closest of the three venues to Cyprus, is scheduled to take place from November 
30 to December 2, 2012. Registration has begun and all necessary details, including the programme, are available in the 
dedicated Rotary website at www.rotary-global-peace-forum-berlin.de 

On behalf of our DG 2012-13 Kevork Mahdessian, I urge you to kindly pass on this information to the Incoming Presi-
dents and Incoming AGs, to inform all members of your Clubs in the next meeting, and to include the information in club 
newsletters and other publications. I attach a leaflet on the peace forums and the registration form, for your convenience. 

Cyprus Rotary should have a major attendance of the peace forum in Berlin, given the problems we have been facing for 
so many years and our yearning for lasting peace in this small but beautiful country of ours. Note that we may have the 
opportunity to take part ion panel discussions and to present projects related to the theme during the forum. 

I have no doubt that you will give this event full consideration and promotion. Clubs may proceed individually with regis-
tration and attendance, of course; but you may want to consider coordinating attendance and active involvement in the 
Berlin peace forum through me. 

Finally, please consider funding the participation of our Rotaractors ! 
 

Warm regards. 

Themis Themistocleous 

District Secretary 2012-13 

 

Mobile: +357-99221202 / DS2012-13@rotaryd2450.org 



C y p r u s  R o t a r y  N e w s /  J u n e  2 0 1 2                     P a g e  1 3  

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR 2012-13  

Kevork Mahdessian 

Conference Organising Committee Chairman 
PAG Christina Covotsou-Patroclou 

chair.LastoftheBest@gmail.com / 99686882 


